
 



 

 

Martin Luther taught that intercessory prayer is both a duty and a powerful means by 
which God works in the world. His understanding is deeply pastoral, rooted in Scripture, 
and tied to his broader theology of faith and vocation. 

Here are the key elements of Luther’s teaching: 

 

 

 



1. Intercessory Prayer Is a Command and a Calling 

Luther believed Christians are commanded to pray for others, not merely invited to do so. 

• He drew especially on passages like 1 Timothy 2:1 (“supplications, prayers, 
intercessions… be made for all people”).  

• In his Large Catechism, he teaches that prayer is an act of obedience to God’s 
command.  

Implication: 
To pray for others is not optional—it is part of faithful Christian living. 

 

2. It Is an Expression of Love for Neighbor 

For Luther, intercessory prayer is a concrete way of fulfilling the commandment to love. 

• Just as we help others physically, we also help them spiritually through prayer.  

• He saw prayer as a hidden but real service to others.  

Striking idea: 
Luther once said that a Christian prays for others “as earnestly as for himself.” 

 

3. Prayer Is Powerful Because God Works Through It 

Luther had a strong confidence that God truly acts in response to prayer. 

• He rejected the idea that prayer is merely symbolic or therapeutic.  

• Instead, prayer is one of the means God uses to govern and bless the world.  

He wrote (paraphrased): 

Prayer is not overcoming God’s reluctance—it is laying hold of God’s willingness. 

 

 

 

 

 



4. The “Priesthood of All Believers” Makes Intercession Universal 

Because of his doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, Luther insisted: 

• Every Christian—not just clergy—has the privilege and responsibility to intercede.  

• You do not need a mediator (other than Christ) to pray for others.  

Result: 
Intercessory prayer becomes a daily vocation for every believer. 

 

5. Intercessory Prayer Is a Spiritual Weapon 

Luther also emphasized prayer as part of spiritual struggle. 

• In his understanding of the Christian life, believers are engaged in spiritual conflict.  

• Prayer—especially for others—is a way of resisting evil and supporting the weak.  

He often urged people to pray for: 

• rulers and governments  

• the church and its leaders  

• the suffering and tempted  

 

6. Prayer Should Be Bold, Specific, and Persistent 

Luther encouraged direct, confident prayer: 

• Pray with boldness, trusting God’s promises  

• Pray with specificity, naming real needs  

• Pray with persistence, not giving up  

He warned against vague or mechanical prayer and urged heartfelt intercession. 

 


