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Martin Luther did not leave a single “manual” for corporate intercessory prayer in the
modern sense, but across his catechisms, sermons, and pastoral letters he gave very
clear, practical instruction—especially about how Christians should pray together.

What emerges is a simple, powerful pattern: grounded in Scripture, ordered, communal,
and bold.




1. Begin with God’s Word, Not Our Feelings

Luther insisted that prayer—especially shared prayer—must be shaped by God’s
promises, not our moods.

¢ Inthe Small Catechism, he teaches Christians to pray the Lord’s Prayer as the
foundation.

¢ He often recommended praying through:
o the Ten Commandments
o the Creed
o thePsalms

When gathered:
Christians should anchor their intercessions in Scripture, not improvisation alone.

2. Pray in an Ordered and Structured Way
Luther resisted chaotic or purely spontaneous prayer when groups gathered.
He encouraged a clear pattern, often like this:
¢ Praise and thanksgiving
e Petitions for the Church
e Prayers for civil authorities
e Prayers for those in need
e Personalrequests
This reflects the pattern of 1 Timothy 2:1-2.

When gathered:
Prayer should be intelligible, purposeful, and shared, not scattered or dominated by one
voice.

3. Pray for the Whole World, Not Just Personal Needs

Luther consistently broadened the scope of prayer.



He urged intercession for:

e the Church and its ministers

rulers and governments

peace among nations

the suffering, sick, and poor

those facing temptation or doubt

When gathered:
Christians should avoid “small” prayer and instead carry the needs of the world before
God.

4. Pray Aloud, Clearly, and Together
Luther placed great importance on corporate participation.
e Prayer should be spoken clearly so others can follow.
e The congregation should be able to respond (e.g., “Amen”).

He opposed the medieval practice where clergy prayed quietly while the people listened
passively.

When gathered:
Prayer becomes a shared act of the whole community, not a private act performed in
public.

5. Pray Boldly and with Confidence

Because prayer rests on God’s promise, Luther taught Christians to pray:
e Boldly (as children speaking to a loving Father)
e Confidently (trusting God hears and answers)

This is central to his explanation of the Lord’s Prayer:

We are to ask “with all boldness and confidence.”

When gathered:
The tone should be neither timid nor theatrical—but trusting and direct.



6. Keep It Simple and Sincere
Luther warned against:
e long, showy prayers
e empty repetition
e tryingto impress others
Instead, he favored brief, focused, heartfelt intercessions.

When gathered:
Clarity and sincerity matter more than eloquence.

7. Use the Lord’s Prayer as the Framework for All Intercession

For Luther, every intercession ultimately flows from the Lord’s Prayer:
e “Give us this day our daily bread” » material needs
e “Forgive us...” > reconciliation
e “Deliver us from evil” » protection and spiritual struggle

When gathered:
He expected communities to pray the Lord’s Prayer together, often as the culmination of
intercession.

A Simple “Lutheran Pattern” for Group Intercessory Prayer
If you were to lead prayer exactly in Luther’s spirit, it would look something like this:
1. APsalm or Scripture reading
2. Briefthanksgivings
3. Intercessions for:
o the Church
o the world and leaders

o the suffering



o thelocal community
4. Short, clear petitions (spoken aloud)
5. The Lord’s Prayer (together)

6. A confident “Amen”

A Pastoral Insight
For Luther, when Christians gather to pray:

They are not performing a religious exercise—they are standing together before God on
behalf of the world.



