CALENDAR OF UPCOMING SERVICES & MEETINGS
Bible Study — Wednesday — 10:00 to 11:30 AM
Intercessory Prayer Gathering — Wednesday — 11:45 AM
Pastoral Relations Committee — Wednesday — 4:00 PM
Intercessory Prayer Gathering — Wednesday — 6:15 PM
Craft Night - Wednesday — 7:00 PM
Chime Choir - - 6:30 PM
Sunday Morning Worship Service — May 10 — 9:00 AM
Sunday School Session — May 10 — following worship
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WORSHIP STATISTICS
4/26/2026
In Person Attendance — 36
Virtual Attendance (YouTube Views) — 18
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THANK YOU TO THIS MORNING'S WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Greeter: Riemke Bond & Shirley Wessner
Acolyte: Jameson Kleibscheidel
Lector: LeAnne Zettlemoyer
Ushers: Tanya Lang & Ruthann Lutz
Cantor: Rick Foulke & Brady Hugo
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Pastor: Rev. Robert B. Peiffer, Ph.D.
Cell Phone: 570-778-1245
Email: bobpeiffer@alumni.nd.edu
Church & Office Telephone: 610-756-6589
Email: nbckempton@gmail.com
Bulletin Secretary: Ruthann Lutz
Phone: 610-756-6489
Email: ruthann lutz@msn.com
Newsletter Coordinator: Jon Bond
Email: bondart@ptd.net
Organist/Choir Director/Chime Choir Director —
LeAnne Zettlemoyer
Email: zettl13@ptd.net

Thank you for worshiping with us. Ouy songs of praise were
more meaningful because your voice joined with ours!
Please, come again!

Sth Sunday of Easter

May 3, 2026
9:00 AM



mailto:ruthann_lutz@msn.com

Good Morning.
We would like to welcome you to New Bethel to worship with our church
family. Visitors know that it is our privilege to have you with us this
morning. Please come back again soon. Upon exiting the church, take a
moment to sign our Guest Register at the front doors.

SILENT MEDITATION PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give
us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments,
and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER NOTES: In your conversation with GOD this morning,
remember the call to be God's People and ask for strength and guidance to
be that in the world.

YAll Christians have the same employer-they just have different
jobs."
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v ORDER OF WORSHIP

THE PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
(™ = PLEASE STAND, AS YOU ARE ABLE)

Worship Reminder: Congregational responses are to be read slowly and
expressively. Thank you.

AOPENING HYMN - No. 99 “When Morning Gilds the Skies”

ACALL TO WORSHIP: PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16
Into your hands, O LorD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)
*In you, O LoRrD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
?Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.
*Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and
my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
“Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.
> Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.

>My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who
persecute me.
% Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

~PRAISE HYMNS
“O Come to the Altar”

Are you hurting and broken within, overwhelmed by the weight of your
sin? Jesus is calling.

Have you come to the end of yourself? Do you thirst for a drink from the
well? Jesus is calling.

O Come to the Altar. the Father's arms are open wide. Forgiveness was
bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ.

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes. Come today, there's no reason
to wait. Jesus is calling.

Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy. From the ashes a new life is
born. Jesus is calling.

O Come to the Altar. the Father's arms are open wide. Forgiveness was
bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ.

Oh what a Savior. Isn't He wonderful? Sing Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Bow down before Him, for He is Lord of all. Sing Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Oh what a Savior. Isn't He wonderful? Sing Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Bow down before Him, for He is Lord of all. Sing Alleluia! Christ is risen!

O Come to the Altar. the Father's arms are open wide. Forgiveness was
bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ.

O Come to the Altar. the Father's arms are open wide. Forgiveness was
bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ.

**Bear your cross as you wait for the Crown. Tell the world of the
treasure you found!!!

“In Christ Alone”

In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone, this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease



My Comforter, my all in all
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
'Til on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground, His body lay
Light of the world, by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave, He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath

Jesus commands my destiny
No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
'Til He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
'Til He returns or calls me home

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
PASTOR: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You
lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that
nourish us,

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON:

PASTOR: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and
for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you
honor and praise, now and forever.

Amen.

TODAY'’S LESSONS (HEARING GOD’S WORD):

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our
baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds
us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness
into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our
truth, our life.

FIRST READING: ACTS 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that
the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than
distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first
martyr of the faith.

>>Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory
of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. °°“Look,” he said, "I
see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of
God!” °/But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed
together against him. “®Then they dragged him out of the city and began
to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man
named Saul. *°While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” °° Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord,
do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

e

RESPONSE: “Psalm 27: The Lord Is My Light”

The Lord is my light,
The Lord is my light,
The Lord is my light and my salvation.

SECOND READING: 1 PETER 2:2-10
Christ is the cornerstone of God'’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We
are God'’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy
of God we experience through Jesus Christ.



’Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you
may grow into salvation °if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
“Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and
precious in God'’s sight, and ° like living stones let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. °For it stands in scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
’This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
fand
“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
?But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
1Once you were not a people,
but now you are God'’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

AGLORIA PATRI:

"Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end.” Amen.

AN GOSPEL: JOHN 14:1-14

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples.
As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act
on their behalf.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe
in God; believe also in me. ?In my Father’s house there are many dwelling
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place
for you? °And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. “And
you know the way to the place where I am going.” ® Thomas said to him,
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”
®Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me. ’If you know me, you will know my
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

& Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”
?Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still
do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? '°Do you not believe that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my
own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. ''Believe me that I
am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe
because of the works themselves. '*Very truly, I tell you, the one who
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater
works than these, because I am going to the Father. **I will do whatever
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. *“If in
my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”
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ATHE APOSTLES' CREED:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our LORD.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the

Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was

buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the

Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.

HOMILY (SHARING GOD’'S WORD WITH OUR CHILDREN)

SERMON (SHARING GOD'S WORD) Rev. Robert Peiffer
“About Those Stones”

AHYMN — No. 584
PASSING OF PEACE
SPECIAL MUSIC
MORNING OFFERING: (RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD)

APRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS

“Have Thine Own Way”



ATHE DOXOLOGY:
“"Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures
here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost.”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen

ABENEDICTION:

May the strength of God pilot us; May the wisdom of God instruct
us; May the hand of God protect us; May the word of God direct us.
Be always ours this day and forevermore. Amen.

A CLOSING HYMN - No. 648
AWE TAKE THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD

APOSTLUDE
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"0 Jesus, I Have Promised”

DURING THE WEEK PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

THOSE WHO ARE ILL OR RECOVERING FROM ILLNESS:

Dick Albright, Michael Aulenbach, Carla Bartholomew, Sandra Bauscher,
Tina Billig, Pastor Dave Blitch, Brenda Derr, Darryl Dieter, Jay Drey, Trista
Fulmer-Smith, Donna Greenawalt, Sharon (Henry) Griffiths, Tim Haring,
Felicity Herring, Tiffany Hoch, Casey Hoffman, Ernie Kanas, Bethany Keck,
Emily Keck, Zoie Keck, Blair Keim, Cindy Keiser, Deb Kenney, Davis Knauer,
Emma Laigaie, Judy Lenhart, Peggy Light, George Megerle, Mary Beth
Mogus, Andy Miller, Diane Miller, Bonnie Moll, Heather Munsey, Lloyd Pettit,
Steve Schwoyer, Kevin Smith, Margaret Snyder, Melanie Wessner, Cassie
Wolfe, Joanne Zawada-Paskoff, Reuben Zettlemoyer and Ben Ziehmer.

THOSE WHO ARE SHUT INS:
Forrest Graff, Pat Graff, Lillie Henninger, Myrna Kamp, Michael Kirkhoff,
Nancy Kleinsmith, Sandy Long, Lester Lutz, Christie Ryan, Delano and
Sandra Schucker.

THOSE SERVING IN OUR MILITARY:
Cooper Dunn, Amanda Kertsmar and Trista Fulmer-Smith.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GATHERINGS: In response to the
requests of some and the encouragements of many, the Pastor will begin
to host weekly gatherings for intercessory prayer: Wednesdays at 11:45
a.m. (following Bible Study) and 6:15 p.m. (preceding Craft Night).
Somewhat informal in nature, these 45-minute gatherings will utilize A Brief
Introduction to Intercessory Prayer (in the Spirit of Martin Luther and the
Other Reformers). The gatherings will assist in the maintenance of the
parish prayer lists (printed weekly in the bulletin); they also will aid in the
preparation of the Prayers of the People (offered weekly during the Sunday
Service).

GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST: As we have done the past few years
we will have red geraniums in the sanctuary on Pentecost. So if you would
like to purchase red geraniums for Pentecost, the sign-up sheet is now down
on the bulletin board. The cost is $4.00 per plant and the deadline to sign
up is May 10.

BOARD MEETING: In preparation for their next Board meeting, Board
members are encouraged to complete two "homework" assignments: 1)
Review the pastor's April 30th email message (An Emerging Area of
Ministry for Board Discernment), 2) View School of Rock, the 2003
comedy featuring Jack Black and Joan Cusack. Note: School of Rock may
be streamed on Paramount+, YouTube TV, or YouTube; it will be screened
at 5:00 p.m. prior to the Board meeting on May 12th; a DVD of the film and
a DVD player will be available at the church throughout the day on
Wednesday, May 6th and Thursday, May 7th.

RURAL MINDS: May is Mental Health Awareness Month, a national
observance that dates to 1949. Throughout the month, New Bethel will
feature the groundbreaking work of Rural Minds, an innovative nonprofit
that is aiming "to end the suffering, silence, and stigma surrounding mental
illness in rural America." Next Sunday (Mother's Day) a 10-minute video will
be screened before and after the worship service (at 8:45 and 10:15 a.m.).
Entitted How One Family's Tragedy Sparked a Movement to Save
Rural Lives, the video features Jeff Winton (Founder/CEO of Rural
Minds) and discusses the origins and mission of the organization. On
Thursday, May 28 at 7:00 p.m., New Bethel will become a participation site
for Removing Stigma and Building Mental Wellness in Farm
Communities, a national webinar sponsored by Rural Minds, The
National Grange, and Rural Mental Health Connections.

BETHELFEST 6: This year Bethelfest 6 will be held on Friday, June 5,
from 5-9pm. Dave Kline and his musical guests will perform a variety of
folk, gospel and bluegrass music. Please consider volunteering to make our
annual event a success. Contact Jon Bond or Steve Brendlinger. Sell
refreshments, donate baked goods, set up and tear down tables and
awnings, sell and collect tickets, place posters and yard signs, grill hot dogs
and burgers...you name it-we'll take it! All profits benefit our local mission
and those in need. A portion of last year's profit was given to the
Walnuttown Fire Company to help the families of the firefighters who were
tragically killed this past month.

SAVE THE DATE!

JUNE 30 - Vince's Cheesesteaks will be at the Kempton Fire Co. on
Tuesday June 30 from 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM. For every sandwich sold,
$1.00 will be donated back to New Bethel to support our Local Mission Fund.
This is a take-out only event. Buy sandwiches and support this worthy
cause!!

VBS 2026: July 20, 21, and 22 are the dates for our summer VBS session.
The time each evening is 6:30 to 8:15. This year the theme is “Joseph’s
Coat of Many Colors. Join in the fun as Joseph and his colorful life is
explored with dinner, story time, crafts, songs and of course, games — some
of the games may involve water!! Bring your children and grandchildren
and have them join in the fun.

TITHE.LY INSIGHTS: Earlier this year, New Bethel Church entered into
an enhanced relationship with T7ithe.ly, an international provider of
software solutions to churches and other faith-based organizations. Going
forward, Tithe.ly will provide New Bethel with not only an electronic giving
platform but an all-in-one electronic church management system. In
addition, Tithe.ly also will provide the church with learning resources,
including Tithe.ly University and a weekly e-newsletter. To introduce
some of these resources, the Pastor will host Tithe.ly Insights, a 45-
minute informal gathering each Thursday morning at 10:00 AM. To
encourage attendance, he will provide donuts, coffee, and an AI Hack of
the Week. This week's resource will be The Mother's Day Follow-Up
Playbook: How Churches Can Turn Once-a-Year Visitors into
Lifelong Friends. (Any remaining donuts and selected Tithe.ly resources
will be available at the church throughout the remainder of the day.)

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY BY & FOR LAY PEOPLE: Our Bible
Study sessions are every Wednesday morning at the same time — 10:00 to
11:30 AM. Coffee and snacks are available. Anyone is welcome to join
even if you have not attended any in the past.




2026 FLOWER CHART: The 2026 Flower Chart is now hanging down
on the bulletin board with many dates available for you to place flowers on
the altar. Pick your dates today!

TINY DEVOTIONAL LIBRARY: Looking for a new devotional? Take
a moment and check out our tiny devotional library in the corner of the
vestibule by the chair lift. There are many choices for you to use to enhance
your devotional time.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: We are always looking for people to serve
as worship assistants. So if you are looking for a way to offer your time the
Worship Committee is looking for more worship assistants — greeters,
ushers, lectors and communion assistants. The time involved is minimal
and time is something that anyone can donate! If you are interested,
contact Ruthann.

CRAFT NIGHT: Join the crafters Wednesday evenings as we gather to
craft and enjoy fellowship time in the comfort of the Sunday School area.
Craft Nights are held 2 hours, from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. It doesn’t matter what
the craft is, come and enjoy! Even if you do not have a craft that you are
working on you are invited to join us for the fellowship.

WEIS GIFT CARDS: Since we have been offering Weis Gift Cards we
have raised an average of $500 a year for our local mission Community
Outreach. So if you are looking for a gift card for a gift? Why not purchase
a Weis gift card Everyone has to shop for food and by purchasing a gift
card you can benefit our Community Outreach. That's two pluses in one!
Our Weis program benefits New Bethel’'s Community Outreach, so every
card sold is a gift twice over! Please see Vicki or Shirley Wessner after
church or contact Vicki at 484-357-6371 or wessner@verizon.net to
purchase a card. The cards may be used in the Kutztown, Hamburg or
Fogelsville Weis stores.  Thank you to anyone who has purchased one or
more of these gift cards over the years.

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS: If you are a Thrivent member and
receive Thrivent Choice Dollars did you know you could designate them to
New Bethel Church? It's easy to do but if you need the information on how
to designate them there is a flyer down at the bulletin board or talk to your
Thrivent representative.

TITHE.LY: If you would like to contribute or make your weekly offering
to New Bethel and can't make it to church try TITHE.LY! By donating this
way you are able to make a one-time donation or set up recurring
donations. Tithe.ly deposits the funds directly to the Church’s bank account

at the same time tracking your donations on a yearly basis. Their website
is https://tithe.ly/give?c=1308566

NEW BETHEL ENDOWMENT FUND: As you plan your financial legacy
please consider New Bethel Church in your plan. Our endowment fund will
accept monetary gifts including stock that would be deposited into our
brokerage account. Having a strong endowment fund will help to keep New
Bethel going strong for future generations.

ENDOWMENT FUND UPDATE: Thank you! Recent financial donations
have been earmarked for our church endowment fund. The fund balance
as of mid-April is now $122,462.00. Your donations to this ongoing fund
help to ensure a financially healthy church for generations to come.
Heartfelt thanks to all who support our endowment!

ON-LINE SERVICE INFORMATION: Can't get to church on Sunday
morning? If you would like to view the service just go to
nbchurchkempton.org and click on the Youtube link on our home page.
There you will find videos of our recent services that are available for
viewing.

PASTORAL CARE: When you are in need of pastoral care, please have
a family member contact Pastor Peiffer at 570.778.1245 or call the church
at 610.756.6589. If you are in the Lehigh Valley Hospital, please let
admissions know your church code is #457.

2026 NEW BETHEL CHURCH BOARD
Jon Bond — President Linda Foulke — Vice President
Barb Dieter — Secretary Lynette Daniels
Marge Hamm Penny Rhodes
Janelle Stump Sherry Stump
Luisa Follweiler — Treasurer Tanya Lang — Financial Secretary
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ALBANY TOWNSHID PANTRY

First Tuesday of each month - 2:00 to 4:00 PM
Kempton Community Center

Food pantry and social services are open to Albany Township
residents and families in need. Resources are also available for those
who are struggling with financial challenges (ex. Utility bills) or need
help applying for food or medical assistance. If you have any
questions about your options, contact Friend, Inc. at 610-683-9011.

FRIEND, INC. Food Dantry

During these times let us not forget those less fortunate than we
are. If you are able, please consider donating any nonperishable
items. For the month of May we will be collecting cereal and
breakfast items.

In addition to food items, please consider donating personal items
such as shampoo, soap, etc. and household items (laundry
detergent, cleaning supplies, etc.). These last items are things that
we often overlook.

Friend, Inc. also collects pet food to help families in need provide
for their pets. These items will be distributed by Friend, Inc.

Thank You Al For Your Generosity!




